GOD'S STANDARDS REGARDING MARRIAGE

Adopted December 1997

1. GOD ORDAINED MARRIAGE. (I.e. Marriage was instituted by God.)  “And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help-meet for him.”  Genesis 2:18 (KJV)

2. GOD CHOOSES THE PERSON WHOM YOU SHOULD MARRY.  “And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: ad he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.”  Genesis 2:21-22

3. MARRAIGE IS A PERMANENT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE.  “And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”  Genesis 2:23 & 24 (KJV)

“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.”  Leviticus 18:22 (KJV)

4. MARRIAGE IS SACRED UNTO THE LORD.  "Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord."  Proverbs 19:22 (KJV)

5. THE MARRIAGE VOWS THAT ONE MAKES ARE TO BE FOREVER.  “Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.”  Luke 16:18 (KJV)

6. THE MARRIAGE BOND IS ONLY BROKEN BY DEATH.  “For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.”  Romans 7:2 (KJV)

“The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”  1 Corinthians 7:39 (KJV)

“Now for those who are married I have a command, not just a suggestion.  And it is not a command from me, for this is what he Lord himself has said: A wife must not leave her husband.  But if she is separated from him, let her remain single or else go back to him.  And the husband must not divorce his wife.”  1 Corinthians 7:10-11 (The Living Bible)

7. NO COURT FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE CAN GRANT A DIVORCE TO A BELIEVER.  “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter. And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, commmitteth adultery against her. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.” Mark 10:9-12 (KJV)

“When one of you has a grievance against a brother, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?  Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge angels?  How much more, matters pertaining to this life!  If then you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who are least esteeemed by the church?  I say this to your shame.  Can it be that there is no man among you wise enough to decide between members of the brotherhood, but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers?  To have lawsuits at all with one another is defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and defraud, and that even your own brethren.  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived ; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts, nor theives, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of your Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.”  1 Corinthians 6:1-11 (Contemporary English Version)

“Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?  Do ye not know that the saints shalll judge the world?  And if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  Know ye not that we shall judge angels?  How much more things that pertain to this life?  If then ye have judgements pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are esteemed in the church.  I speak to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you?  No, not one shall be able to judge between his brethren?  But brother goeth to law with brother, land that before the unbelievers.  Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another.  Why do ye not do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor theives, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 (KJV)

8. A CHRISTIAN WEDDING IN THE CHURCH IS DESIGNED TO DEPICT CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHURCH. (When a man takes on a bride he is to emulate Christ's relationship to the Church.)  "Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.” Epheisans 5:21-33 (KJV)

9. THE SANCTUARY HAS BEEN SET ASIDE AND SANCTIFIED TO THE GLORY OF GOD. (The sanctuary is where God dwells among his people.)  “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy...” 1 Corinthians 3:17 (KJV)

“Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.”  Leviticus 19:30

10. GOD'S LOVE IS THE FOUNDATION OF A CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE.  “Love is patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love someone you will be loyal to him [or her] no matter what the cost. You will always believe in him [or her], always expect the best of him [or her], and always stand your ground in defending him [or her]...love goes on forever.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-8b (The Living Bible)

“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things . Love never ends;...”  1 Corinthians 13:48a (RSV)

“Do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  Galatians 5:13 (KJV)

“You were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge in sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”  Galatians 5:13 (NIV)

11. GOD HAS DESIGNED THESE STANDARDS TO HELP US, OUR CHILDREN AND THE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ESTABLISH A SOUND AND VIABLE MORAL STANDARD OF LIFE AND LIVING.  “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is unto all generations...”  Psalm 119:89-90a (KJV)
“Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgements, and do them: I am the Lord.”  Leviticus 19:37 (KJV)

12. GOD HAS SET THE STANDARD FOR MARRIAGE IN HIS WORD AND FOR THOSE THAT ADHERE TO THE STANDARD THEY WILL BE BLESSED.

“Great peace have those who love Your[God's] law, and nothing causes them to stumble.”  Psalm 119:165 (KJV)

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."  Matthew 5:6 (KJV)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  Matthew 5:6 (RSV)

“The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways...And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground...The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, at the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand...”  Deuteronomy 28:9, 11-12a (KJV)

“The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you an oath, if you keep the commands of the Lord your God and walk in his ways...The Lord will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground...The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your hand in season and to bless all the work of your hands.” Deuteronomy 28:9, 11-12a

GOD'S STANDARDS REGARDING MARRIAGE AND ISSUES CONCERNING DIVORCE & REMARRIAGE, PUBLIC COHABITATION (i. e. Living Together), AND HAVING CHILDREN OUTSIDE WEDLOCK

FOR THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE VIOLATED THE STANDARDS OF GOD IN THE MARRIAGE CONTEXT THEN IN ORDER TO GET INTO GOOD GRACES WITH GOD ACCORDING TO GOD'S WORD...

1. ONE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE HIS OR HER TRANSGRESSIONS.  “O loving and kind God, have mercy. Have pity upon me and take away the awful stain of my transgressions.  Oh, wash me, cleanse me from this guilt. Let me be pure again. For I admit my shameful deed--it haunts me day and night.  It is against you and you alone I sinned, and did this terrible thing.  You saw it all, and your sentence against me is just, But I was born a sinner, yes from the moment my mother conceived me.  You deserve honesty from the heart; yes, utter sincerity and truthfulness.  Oh, give me this wisdom. Sprinkle me with the cleansing blood and I shall be clean again.  Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.  And after you have punished me, give me back my joy again.  Don't keep looking at my sins--erase them from your sight. Create in me a new, clean heart, O God, filled with clean thoughts and right desires.  Don't toss me aside, banished forever from your presence. Don't take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you.”  Psalm 51:1-12 (The Living Bible)

2. ONE MUST COME WITH A CONTRITE* SPIRIT.  “It is a broken spirit you want--remorse and penitence.  A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not ignore.”  Psalms 51:17 (The Living Bible)

“But this is the man [or woman] to whom I will look, he [or shee] that is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.” Isaiah 66:2b (Contemporary English Version)

“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” Isaiah 57:15 (KJV)

“The high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, the Holy One, says this: I live in that high and holy place where those with contrite humble spirits dwell; and I refresh the humble and give new courage to those with repentant hearts.”  Isaiah 57:15 (The Living Bible)

*Contrite is defined as deeply and humbly sorry for one's sins; penitent resulting in remorse.

3. ONE FOREFITS ONE'S PRIVILEGE OF BEING MARRIED IN THE SANCTUARY.

4. GOD WANTS TO HELP RESTORE YOUR DIGNITY.  “I am saying this to help you, not to try to keep you from marrying. I want you to do whatever will help you serve the Lord best, with as few other things to distract your attention from him.  But if anyone feels he [or she] ought to marry because he [or she] has trouble controlling his [or her] passions, it is all right, it is not a sin; let him marry.  But if a man [or woman] has the willpower not to marry and decides that he [or she] doesn't need to and won't, he [or she] has made a wise decision.  So the person who marries does well, and the person who doesn't marry does even better.” 1 Corinthians 7:35-36 (The Living Bible)

THE CONCLUSION REGARDING MARRIAGE ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD IS:

May “...the grace of..[our] Lord [and Saviour] Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you...[both] now and forever more. Amen.”  2 Corinthians 13:14 (RSV)

