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Attributes of God

An analysis of God reveals that He has twelve attributes: Seven Natural and Five Moral.  Attributes are composite elements so essential to a thing, it would cease to be what it is without them.  For example: take the gases - Hydrogen and Oxygen - from water, there would be no water; for it takes these two gases to make water.  Applying this same principle to God, His attributes are so interrelated we find He would cease to be God without them.  Interrelated means that each attribute is so infinitely important that the absence of one would nullify the value of the other eleven.  It is absurd to think we're in line with some of God's attributes and out of line with the others.

Seven Natural

1.) Self-Existent.  This means that all the causes of God's existence are in Himself.  It means that God has no predecessor, neither is there any authentic history that ante-dates His existence.  Psalms 90:2 says, “...Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and world, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.”  When God says “Father,” “Son,” or, “Holy Ghost,” He means Himself.  Hebrews 7:3 refers to God thus: “...Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, or end of life.”

2.) Eternal.  This attribute transcends man's ability to understand correctly what it means.  It means there never was a time when God did not exist.  Eternity cannot be measured with numbers or figures.  Psalms 90:2, Galatians 6:8, point to God as a being who is absolutely boundless in duration as to beginning or ending.

3.) Unity.  This attribute means that there is no inconsistency or conflict in God's nature or Word.  We never, never, interpret the Bible as disputing itself!  Without divine guidance, “language” is as fickle as human beings!!  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost is one God operating under three titles, so as to meet the understanding of mortal mankind!  Deuteronomy 6:4, Mark 12:29, and Ephesians 4:5-6, all testify that there is but one God!  Even Phillip, one of Christ’s disciples, didn't know the secret of one God who was able to operate under three titles.  Therefore Jesus explained it to Phillip in John 14: 4-11.

4.) Immutable.  This attribute means God never changes.  He says in Malachi 3:6, “...For I am the Lord, I change not. Therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”  1 Peter 1:24-25 says, “...Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today , and forever.”  God's Word, commands, and laws are unchangeable.  Even prayer doesn't change God.  But if an individual prays to God sincerely, it will take him into God's will where the answer already awaits him.  The basic motive of a true prayer is, “Thy will be done, Lord”"  Sometimes it is wiser for parents to refuse than concede to what their children ask for.

5.) Omnipresent.  This attribute means that God is everywhere.  Psalms 139 says, “...Wither shall I go from thy spirit? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there, if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.”  God cannot be localized; He is able to attend everything on earth, on the stars, in heaven, and everywhere else at the same time without a single mistake!  The words “Go,” “Come,” “Went,” and “Sent” as applied to God are only figures of speech.

6.) Omnipotent.  This attribute means that God has all power. Psalms 19:26 says: "...With God all things are possible." There is no power greater than self resurrection from the dead. And Jesus said in Matthew 28:18 after rising from the dead, "All power is given unto me in heaven and earth." All power means no limit in anything. Its morally impossible for God to lie! This will be explained under the subject - veracity.

7.) Omniscience.  This attribute means God knows everything.  Proverbs 15:3 says, “...The eyes of the Lord are everyplace, beholding the evil and the good.”  2 Chronicles 16:9 says, “...For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.”  Jesus said in Matthew 10:20-30, “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs on your head are numbered.”  Even the thoughts of our hearts are known to God before we utter them!  There is no news, no tomorrow, no yesterday with God.  All of the past, the present, and the future are known to God now.

Five Moral

1.) Goodness.  This, the first of God's moral attributes, reveals God's tender compassionate love for mankind!  It was within God's power to create the most repulsive thing with which to surround mankind.  He willed rather to create the most adaptable and pleasing things.  It's no wonder David said in Psalms 23, “...Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.”  Zechariah 9:17 says, “...How great is thy goodness!”  Luke 18: 10 says, “...None is good save one, that is God.”  Things of this earth were created in the shadow of this attribute of God, and the Bible said they were “good.”

2.) Justice.  This attribute means:

A. Decisions actuated by truth;

B. The moral principle determining just conduct;

C. Punishment to the exact extent of guilt - no more, no less.

God's justice is as sure as his mercy, as indicated in Galatians 6;7 which says, “...Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatever a man soweth, that shall he reap.”  No man is less favorable to the attribute of justice than he is to the other eleven attributes of God.  The man who doesn't believe in the full measure of justice, doesn't believe in the just application of the other eleven attributes.

3.) Veracity.  This attribute means that God is truth.  He never has, never will, and never can lie.  It would conflict with His immutable attribute.  He would then and there cease to be God.  Truth is directly and indirectly mentioned more than any other thing in the Bible, because Truth is God Himself!  We must not think the Truth is from God, or about God, or of God, be we must positively know that the Truth is God!  It might give a more simple and correct concept of God to quote John 1:1 thus: “...In the beginning was the Truth, and the Truth was with God, and the Truth was God.”  The Word -Holy Ghost - Jesus Christ - The Truth - all mean exactly the same.

4.) Wisdom.  Technically, this attribute could be classed with the attribute Omniscience because it is closely allied with the term knowledge.  Man can have knowledge of the sky above his head, but know nothing about the intricate process of producing either.  Wisdom, then is that quality that is able to make use of knowledge to an infinite depth!  God allows man to acquire a limited degree of knowledge, but never to an infinite degree!

5.) Holy.  This attribute means: 

A. Without sin;

B. Divinely pure;

C. Perfect.

Psalms 145: 17 says, “...The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works.”  In Revelation 4:8 the four beasts said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord almighty.”  God said to Moses in Exodus 3:5, “...Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from thy feet, for the place where thou standeth is holy.”  Thus, God is the alpha and the omega of the Bible.

God is composed of the twelve foregoing attributes, every one of which is essential to His being.  They are all so interrelated that the lack of one attribute would nullify the value of all the rest.  After the foregoing facts have been made clear to the reader, it is very important to know that the trinity is three names originating from one omnipotent God.  In the normal sense of the term, “All power,” can only be to one being!  For, if one has “all power,” each individual would only have one third of the power.  Scripture supporting the foregoing statement is as follows: John 14:4-11, Deuteronomy 6, Mark 12:19.

